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Welcome The poacher is a crook 
GOOSE HUNTERS 

TO 
Eagle Lake 

'̂ Goose Hunting Capital 
of the World" 

Good Luck 
On Your Hunt!! 

Come Back to Visit Our 
Community Often 

City of 
Eagle Lake 

Operation Came Thief, estab­
lished by the 67th Legislature, is a 
system in Texas for rewarding citi­
zens who report game law violators 
to the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department. Operation Game 
Thief permits the payment of a cash 
reward to any person who provides 
information regarding a game law 
violation which results in aconvic-
tu)n. 

To report a violation, simply dial, 
loll free. 1-800-792-GAME, any 
time, djy or night, and give the 
person on duty the information you 
have. The nature of the violation, 
where the violation occurred, ve­
hicle viescripiion. license number. 
name(s) and any other pertinent 
information that will help appre­
hend the violator(s). Call immedi­
ately, or as .soon as possible, after 
witnessing a violation. The more 
information you have and the 
fresher it is. the more likely it is that 
a case can be made. 

You do not have to give your 
name. If you want to remain anony­
mous, a code number will be as­
signed and no one. not even the 
dispatcher you speak with on the 
telephone, needs to know who you 
are. 

Since Operation Game Thief re­
ceives its funding directly from 
private donations, both from indi­
viduals and organizations, you can 
help support the program by send­
ing your contributions to: 
Operation Game Thief. Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department. 
4200 .Smith School Road, Austin, 
Texas 78744. The tax-deductible 
donations by individuals, busi­
nesses and organizations are placed 
into a reward fund, administered by 
a six-member Operation Game 
Thief committee. 

The poacher is a thief and a cheat. 
He steals property, your wildlife 
and robs you of tax. Iicen.se and 
business dollars. He cheats you out 

STOP 
POACHING 

Call 
1-800-792-GAME 

J 
of recreation, and your children out 
of our heritage and part of their 
future. He also causes thousands of 
dollars a year in property damage. 
Don't let him get away with it. call 
1-800-792-GAME. A game war­
den will be dispatched to investi­
gate. Help sup(X)rt the program. 

Elai ne 
Gri l l 

222 Ee Main 234-7448 
BREAKFA ST... 

Served Anytime During 
Regular Hours 

OPEN: 
Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m 

(Kitchen Closes at 2:30 p.m.) 

Sweets & Drinks Available 
after 2:30 p.m. 

•Weekday Plate Lunches 
•Enchiladas 

I •Chicken Fried Steak 
\ •Hamburgers 

•And Lots More! 
Elaine & Jack Dromgoole, Owners 

HUNTERS 
For Information Concerning 

LOCAL PROPERTIES 
CONTACT... 

TRUL Y PROPERTIES 
123 N. McCarty Eagle Lake 

"" ' 234-3776 Sandy Bendy 
234-3925 
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123 N. McCarty, Eagle Lake 
Jeit Frnka, Owner 

COPIES 
•Rubber Stamps 
•Magnetic Signs 
•Wedding Invitations 

AND 

,^ All Your Printing Needs 
I 
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Another record deer harvest possible 
Statewide whitetail season Nov. 14-Jan. 3 

Texas Parks and Wildlife De 

Iartment officials predict the 
hite-tailed deer season opening 
(ovember 14 will be a go<>d one. 
'ith the potential to be a fourth 
raight record harvest year. 

During the 1986-87 hunting 
Mson. Texas hunters harvested an 
siimaied 445.000 deer while .sei-
(ng records for hunter participation 
nd success as well as harvest. 

Similarcondilions will greet the 
ale's half-million deer hunters 
rhen ihey lake to the field this fall. 
Lcording to Horace Gore, white-
liled deer program leader. 

The statewidt; whitetail season 
November 14-Januar> 3. The 

^ule deer season in the Panhandle 
November 21-29. and in the 

r̂ans-Pecos it is November 28 
cember 6. To determine infor­

mation on the seasons and bag lim-
ts, hunters should obtain the 
fepartment's 1986-87 Texas Hunt-
lig Guide and Supplement, avail-
ble at department offices and hunt­

ing license outlets across the state. 
"We still have extremely high 

deer populations across most of the 
state s deer range, and the animals 
are almost without exception in 
excellent bcxJy condition." Gore 
said. The upcoming season is shap­
ing up not only in terms of numbers 
of deer, but also in quality. Gore 
Mid. "It looks like 1987 may be a 
very good year for antler develop­
ment, especially in South Texas." 

The upcoming season, how­
ever, may be less favorable to the 
hunter than to the deer, Gore said. 

. T h e excellent range conditions 
that helped the deer may cause 
hunting to be tougher, especially 

Ttarly in the year." He explained that 
lush conditions have a dual effect 
pn hunting "The extra vegetation 
putsdownon the hunter's visibility, 
nd it allows the deer to move 

ground less during daylight hours to 
Iced," he said. Deer also tend to 
avoid feeders .".id oat patches when 
he range is so lush. Gore added. 

On the other hand, a p(X)r acorn 

fL'ropthis fall in the Edwards Plateau 
and East Texas will have the oppo­
site effect and should contribute to 
more deei movement, he said. 

Gore said there are several fac­
tors that might contribute lo another 
record-selling deer harvest this 
season, even though this year's 
season is a week shorter than last 
year's because of calendar vari­
ations. 

Gore said deer populations 
continue to be high because of gtxid 
range conditions during the past 
two years. The dynamic East Texas 
deer herd continues to expand, and 

! population levels in other areas 
remain comparable to last year 
when the statewide whitetail popu­
lation was estimated at 4.2 million. 

The "either sex" system of bag 
limiLs now in effect in all of South 
Texas, the Edwards Plateau and 
most of the Trans Pecos may help 
increase ihe antlerless harvest. 

Gore believes. The either-sex sys­
tem eliminates the issuance of 
antlerless deer hunting permits by 
the department lo lan(k)wners in 
those 80 counties. Hunters are re­
quired only to lag any deer taken 
with Ihe appropriate tag from his 
hunting license. The landowner, as 
in the past, still has the power to 
prescribe what species and sex of 
deer may be taken from his land. 
Expansion of the either-sex area 
may increa.se the anderless harvest, 
which last year set a record 
164.200. or 37 percent of the total 
harvest. 

Gore said the state's deer popu­
lation has been riding Ihe crest of 
unusually go<xl range conditions 
during the past two years, a situ­
ation that could backfire in the 
event of an extremely dry year in 
1988. "In spite of increased antler­
less harvest rales, the slate's deer 
habitat continues lo be overpopu-
lated," he said. "We could be in for 

a major deer die-off if the weather 
turns dry." 

That's why it's important for 
hunters to take all the antlerless 
deer they are legally permitted, and 
lake them early in the season if 
possible. Gore said. 

The following is a roundup of 
deer hunting prospects in each of 
Ihe Slate's major ecological areas, 
obtained from the departments 
district wildlife leaders and biolo­
gists: 

Fdwards Plateau 
Several factors point to an out 

standing hunting season in the'Hill 
Country" west of Austin this year, 
according to biologist Max 
Traweek of Kerrville. "I expect 
hunting lo be good because of high 
deer populations and a very spotty 
acorn crop," Traweek said. A slim 
acorn crop usually forces deer to 
move around more to forage, and 
also makes them more likely to 

respond to com or other bait. 
Traweek said he would predict an 
all-time high harvest this year, but 
rams during the early fall brought 
out some greenery that will reduce 
deer movement somewhat, he said, 
"and this year there just aren't 
going to be very many acorns." 

South Texas Plains 

The "Brush Country" of South 
Texas is known for producing qual­
ity whitetail bucks, and 1987 
should be a good year for trophies, 
according to biologist WJ. Wil­
liams of San Anionic). "We have 
flown much of South Texas on our 
aerial surveys, and we saw lots of 
bucks most people would consider 

(Continued on Page 21) 
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Guided Duck 
& Goose Hunts 
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Guided Pheasant, 
Chukar and Quail | 
Hunts...With Bird Dogs 
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IMexico... 

P White DovCy Ducks; Bass j 
^ Fishing (Nov. 1-March 1} 

For Reservations: 
Pat Johnson 

2210 James Avenue, El Campo, Texas 77437 

409-543-8587 
409-543-7553 I 

Welcome Hunters to... 

Countiy Time Inn 
n To Be In" 1819 Glen Flora RnaH Fanl "The Inn To Be In' 

Hope To 
1819 Glen Flora Road, Eagle Lake 

You There! 
Cowtxjy & Frankie 
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